We appreciate the letter by Dr Oda regarding our recent paper "Metabolic syndrome and C-reactive protein in the general population: the JMS Cohort Study". 1 As pointed out the cut-off points of waist circumference (WC) were decided by arbitrary and inconsistent methods and new criteria of metabolic syndrome (MS) in which WC is replaced by Creactive protein (CRP) have been proposed. 2 Also, it was highlighted that it remains controversial whether or not the WC component in the Japanese definition and diagnostic criteria of MS is rational. However, once the definition and criteria were made, we think it was reasonable to use those criteria and if the diagnostic criteria were incomplete, evidence should be compiled from various studies to modify them.
